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ZAMBIA AND SOUTH AFRICA — PREMIER’S VISIT 

Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.03 am]: From 30 January until 5 February 2014 I visited 
Zambia and South Africa, which to my knowledge was the first official visit to Africa by a serving Western 
Australian Premier. Last year I was invited by His Excellency Sindiso Ngwenya, Secretary-General of the 
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa, to visit Africa and address a meeting of COMESA ministers. 
In Lusaka, I met with and addressed the ministers for mines of 17 of the 19 COMESA member nations 
and signed a memorandum of understanding, which I will table for the house. This MOU will, among other 
things, result in the sharing of experience in the fields of mineral and petroleum resources, agriculture and 
agribusiness, and form the basis for the development and promotion of relevant vocational training and capacity 
building. 

I also met with Dr Guy Scott, Vice-President of Zambia, and Hon Christopher Yaluma, the Zambian Minister of 
Mines, Energy and Water Development, to discuss opportunities for partnership, particularly in terms of the 
statutory and administrative framework governing mining and resource developments. Western Australia can do 
much to assist developing nations by sharing its considerable experience and knowledge in this field. I also met 
with the StudyPerth group, which represents Western Australian universities with strong education links in 
COMESA countries. 

At the request of Brendan Clark, the Western Australian founder of the Health Hope Zambia charity, I visited the 
University Teaching Hospital in Lusaka. I was shown the malnutrition ward, which houses more than 50 
critically malnourished children. Health Hope Zambia recently contributed over $250 000 to make substantial 
improvements to this ward. However, the plight of these children remains desperate and heartbreaking, and 
opportunities to further support this hospital will be explored by the Western Australian government. 

I attended the Mining Indaba conference in Cape Town to deliver a keynote address. This is one of the world’s 
major mining and resource events, attracting some 8 000 delegates from all over the world. Western Australia 
was extremely well represented at the conference, with over 750 Western Australian delegates attending. This is 
not surprising, as there are some 168 Western Australian mining companies active in 807 projects across Africa, 
as well as numerous Western Australian mining services companies supporting these operations. 

While in Cape Town, I had a meeting with Dr Phil Mjwara, director general of the Department of Science and 
Technology in South Africa, and Dr Bernie Fanaroff, project director of the Square Kilometre Array project in 
South Africa. I left that meeting with a strengthened view of the magnitude and significance of this project and 
the benefits it will bring to both countries. I attended a meeting with the University of Cape Town to discuss 
opportunities for closer ties between it and universities in this state. Significant research relationships have 
already been established. 

At numerous other meetings, ministers and senior bureaucrats from across Africa talked to me of the high level 
of professionalism and integrity of Western Australian companies. I take this opportunity to commend these 
companies, some of which have been in Africa for many years. I also met Hon Susan Shabangu, the South 
African Minister of Mineral Resources, with whom I discussed advances in safety, female representation and 
environmental regulation. 

I table a copy of my keynote address to the Mining Indaba conference, which outlines some of the policy issues 
facing both mature and developing mining-based economies, as well as a copy of the memorandum of 
understanding. 

[See papers 1358 and 1359.] 
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